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Objective
• To determine the costs incurred in a 

publicly funded health care system 
associated with the management of breast 
cancer by disease stage in the first two 
years following a diagnosis. 
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Methods
• Incident cases of female invasive breast 

cancer (ICD-9 174.x) diagnosed between 
January 1, 2005 and December 31, 2009 
were extracted from the Ontario Cancer 
Registry (OCR).  

• Breast cancer cases in the OCR were linked 
by their encrypted health card number to a 
spectrum of administrative databases held 
at the Institute for Clinical Evaluative 
Sciences.

• Cases matched to non cancer controls.
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Methods
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Net cost:  Cases vs. Controls
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Costs:  Cases vs. Controls
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Stage Distributions (N=39,655)
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Conclusions
• The overall mean costs increased by disease 

stage due to higher resource utilization. 
• Women with advanced disease had higher 

proportions of hospitalizations, cancer clinic 
visits, ED visits and homecare than those 
with early disease.  

• Our work provides utilization and cost data 
to governments, industry, private payers 
and academia. 
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